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BACKGROUND 


Y October 1!M 5 - Tb^TVnK Y TTT7* 


79-32 and 
79-008/OSS 


Cki 20 September 1945 President Unrr> Inman signed an executive Order 
breaking up the OSS as ol 1 October 1945 and directing the Secretary of 

* n developing the program for a coiif> rehens ivc and 
coordinated foreign intelligence system. Ihe Research and Analysis (R§A) 
and, Presentation Brunettes of thi OSS went intact to the State Departtr>ent 
The retaining activities of the OSS ^mostly clandestine services) were 
assigned to the War Department which was to keep them separate in the 
Strstcjic Services Unit (SSU) cstahl lshcd by the Executive Order for thnt 
purpose and to keep those activities to serve as a nucleus for a possible 
central intelligence sendee. f 

22 January 194b President Truman issued a Presidential Directive 
which established the Central Intelligence Group (til CJ) functioning directlv 
under .National Intelligence Authority (,\IA), ihe NIA consisted of 
representatives of the Secretaries ot State, bar and Navy and a personal 
representative of the President. The bi ret tor of CIG was appointed by the 
President, His duties included planning to coordinate departmental intel- 
ligence activities; recontnctiding policies and objectives of the "national 
intelligence mission; correlating and evaluating intelligence for strate r, ic 
and national policy and disseminating , r within the Government; performing 
functions related to intelligence .e the Prcsidt nt and NIA might direct; 
and performing services of eonnun un.u'ni wnero t hose services could be 
performed more efficiently by a central organization. Significantly, the 
Director of CIG was not given the duty <u directly collecting intelligence. 
Tlic CIG Wjis described as "a cooperative inteidep.u tmental activity." Since 
the S&J had been expected only ti* m i v an inif i iin itinction, the Executive 
Order of 20 September 1945 directed Sec ret arv of War to discontinue the 
SSU as soon as its functions and i a ■. i 1 ities could be; 1) placed in a new 
central intelligence organization; i placed in the War Ik'partmcnt ; cr 3) 
di ofiped entirely. General Mngrudvr, > iiii f ot the SStJ , was to superintend 
the liquidation of those SSU act i\ it ie. to be J topped entirely during 
peacetime. On 29 .Jrinuar) l94(i tip in . letary of War directed that the SSU 
should be liquidated by 5U .June !9ln. ihe Director 6f CIG was to take what 
records he wanted from SSU through the Secretary of War and retain operational 
control over them. ! itle e the ixveids was to be settled later. Magrudcr 
felt that SSU plans, properties and personnel me t he maintained because 
they were indispensable loi the pixu n rcmeiii el intelligence in peacetime. 

On 14 February 194n he urged that the SSU be placed under the Director of CIG. 
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the bulk of intelligence infu?S.nt ion ciiiik' ii, ,■ “A',™'"'"- h:Kl U»t 

auch material came from other sour,, > than ,. , ! u ,!!Si wn «si that 
personnel had not been adequately 
had become exposed during MV ]],' n, 
be reorganized and the desired port it P iV 
concern.” The committee thought t.hit m 
operations, concentrate on tlv USSR i -d t 1 
t ions to aid possible U. S. nulitan o,.,.,, 
intelligence agencies and develop ■ 
overt collection of intelligence ;r 
Government agencies, '["he comnittiw 
between the SSU and the RfiA Blanch 
and urged that their activities be 
closely geared to the secret int 

Tn#* rnntni r . » , . » 


The coumuttee also felt that the Direct n 
responsibility for liquidation of ti, - ;• j 


l collection; that SSU 
, lml » > ; 't "tmy clandestine per^onne] 
^n««yht that the SSU should 
'Hi, a i the CIG as a "going 
1 -i, djose! coordinate c I destine 
1 11 1 1 U 'S P-netrate kev : mtitu- 
■ , '•'"c’ 1 •;> naison with foreign 

r.’i : (,t ‘ nnan >' a,id wh?j e 

■ ' ■ ' °’ |] J »cina in with the e;| or I! S 

.'V 'V‘ .''"V ". 1 1 nterreJ at ienv'nj j> 

; rd in State Department 

, lr,U '* ‘"SC- the R§A Hr me!: was ' 

; u,i<f g„ id 


dmold take author! tv and 


MJiSiwTU J^JuS^iwt ? 1 Airiln n, ; V, r n o f's^ p d" cd j 1 runi 

CIG, to take over S uch1Ke ts tl " u! *"««• «f 

assets would be absorbed into the h n a. tvlrl!1 ' ' wanted while unwanted 

ments for the transfer of SSU to the , u f \ " ‘7 ^ ,,ul,,nfd - arrange- 

conplicated but it enabled the GIG to t ik, 1 lHIU 1 t!lc h;ir . "epartme-nt were 
Magruder, Chief of the SSU eo» rid ef ,,, ) i: I h U,T 11 W;mted whil - 

Department. Although no .specific if, ,i “ Yon' . i ' k llltlcs ^rough the bar 

and the inferential approval oi the A-.tiY.i Yntv Vt nfYn-*^' '''' ti,nu 
have vested title of SSU property to the . l> A of ] )] ;, PDcars to 

^- n June 194b General \'nndonbe: v Dec i 
Admiral Souers). \’andcnberg felt that th 
executive officer and he immediate 
and independence for the C1C id ’ 
agencies of N1A, Vandonborg did win 
wanted the CIG to conduct all e- a, •• 
tion of foreign intelligence abroad 
Director of CIG to conduct only -A . 
were outside the U.S. and poshes 
‘authority to collect iniell igen.-t 
was to permit the military se-rvt 


purposes and it was meant to protect 
the U.S, Vandenberg then estaiu , -i , 


'k' 1 1 i lector ( ! (. [ (, { ri'| , [ j nt , 

■ M , ! i ct e>i of t [(, must be the NfA ’ , 
,'t ,Ul ' ,li "btain greater authority’ 
!n ' resistance from the member 

■" ' ;;;I '• 1 or example, Vandonl 

n- ! o-ontiu esp j • ,|,.u;e fr-r Die coll-c- 
I ,r »-p()s;i 1 wa • modified to allow t he 
* i t . i j i ‘ ; i d ivder.il" oi erat. it, ns uhiHi 

u ' ,n '. 1:1 '-til 1 left CIG with the 

mtom-it iv.n. lln. purpose of the n .’isjon 
! i* > 'lliri 


int. 


the 


lence 
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er lormifig i t.s duti 


for depariu ntai 


Wit !)|| 


arranged to take over the person, K l. , , , , , . u, » liK ' { I,( 

of the SSU. mid -iV tuber l'Ali, the- liquid .V, Vof'ssiJ ,ort '; Rn Mjtion ' 

a bogafide organization never acta-, IP. went out ,,| husiiu ^ ' TIi’cmV f • ' ■ qln' ' S 
us-tKTTurrcnt chief of and m. autho,,,. r„ oi.duct keitalnSni.s!, ^'^or 
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requests from liX-SSU or OSS personm 
effective 19 October 1940 "SSU disc out mu-'- 
Office of Special Operation 1 - of flu " iiul ‘ ' 
espionage and counterespionage m tho * i *. K 
ligence information required lor nati'-nal 


M : biK 1 -iRdp65B6d(23^^bdwife6 j li6'Gk)^^ t . *I K> 

rcrsonnel.) I u 10 -t.it : i ois wore notifio 


-i i 1 


i ; 
i , , 


’c i a I 

notified that 
nwj sen-; activities and the 
■ons lht 1 1 1> for conduct ing 
ci - 1 1 1 ct 1 1 -n of foreign i nte I 

it-." 


As noted above, the CIC take net 1 t 1, 
several months in 194n. lXning 1 1 i petes 
personnel, installations, facilun and c- 
as administrative practices m the i 

19 October 1946, using SSU covet unit h- u 
from such units making it Jifiuuit 
alone. It could be argued that ii t 
document. Be that as it may, lor ta 
consider all records created he foie 
created after that date as did. 


' i -it etched over a period c.T 
th'. • id. took over many of the 
■ : : i a.cgenietits and units as wel 1 

•i ■ ■ i .1 1 | I ■ i n-.l ('Hi, a I ter 
a it-, .aid letterhead stationery 
t , : ( I documents from appearance 
U 1 1 e i : h id i: SSI) t he n it is an SSU 
tal pnrpn i - in classification review 
At i- i la!-- :| S SS11 and all recta d" 


us 


GUIDELINES 

For our general use in the c lav. 1 1 i cal ion review process, the date ol 
19 October 1946 will be considered the pivotal date marking the "end" ol the 
SSU and the "Beginning" of the (‘Hi. (lone rally •-peaking, records dated ; rior 
to 19 October 1940 will be consideic l SSU deem * at s and those created alter 
that date will be considered did documents. 
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n u. ed by the SSU were very 
Hie S; >U was essentially a 
- 'i.nel and housed in the War 
i\l< ie pertinent for us to review 

l he i. i as., i f i - 
so- m after its 
.aid although many I Id personm ! 
neie civilians and it was not 
f. re, look ;it Ui; doctcepi - as 
and will review fid doc 'men t- 


oi and used in 
tm r iband, very 


The methods of organisation 
similar to those developed and u 
military unit, staffed mostly hv 
Department under military coranamf 
SSU documents under those guide he. 
cation review of oss records. Hn 
creation began to take on an indepi 
continued to be military it quidh 
under direct militaiy cormitul. h. 
relating closely to the beginnii 
under those guidelines developed 1 1 
CIA records. As a general rub , 

‘ reviewing documents originated he 
reviewers will be i\ >;>ons i h 1 e i • i 
1946 . This date is not intended i he 
work , individual judgement must h use 
aft^r 19 October 1940 might rvter to the past 
of die SSU making it in essence . more or les - 

material rc'lating to the SSU. nw!i dot. tmient ■ 

essentially a SSU document and u nn: tin mSS guidelines to judge the classifi- 
cation action. On tl.e other hand, a document niginated helore 19 October 1946 
might refer to the iuture arid to a. t 
making it in essence a more or 1 
should be reviewed a.- a Llf document 


i n t he c 1 a '■ s i 1 icat ion rev i ew o l 
team will he responsible for 
r l'Jlb and the oilier fill' 

irTginated after 19 Oetobej 
ute rule; as in all review 
\ ample , a document originated 


- d- W, I U'ili lit s 

an nh-. 

1. hoi , 

aid to activities or problems 
typical SSU document containing 
-iioultl be l ev lowed as being 


n it n s "i i roh;i eras r< 
: , pic .1 1 f If document . 
us i nv the ( I ■' guide 


fat i ng to the f i f 
Ibis type document 
i m ■ -> . 
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